Current Events Report

	Brandman EDU 451/551 Educational Applications of Computers
	Fall 2011


Objectives: 
1. To orient student-teachers to the constant change that technology undergoes,
2. To practice locating and evaluating current news reports regarding those changes,
3. To practice preparing such reports for classroom sharing, and

4. Practice sharing the results in a classroom situation.

Assignment Instructions:

1. Survey news reports about current events concerning technology and choose the event that you consider to have the greatest impact or potential impact upon education, either now or in the future.


2. Prepare a hardcopy of your report to hand-in that includes the following information:

    A. A copy of the article;

    B. The source (cited in proper APA 6th Edition format); 
    C. A one paragraph summary of the event;

    D. Your evaluation of its impact on education, either now or in the future.

      3.  Be prepared to share your current event and evaluation orally with the class.
      4.  Due Tuesday Nov. 8, 2011 in class.

Limitations:

The chosen event must have been reported on during the week prior to the date the assignment is due, except that monthly magazine articles may be used from magazines dated during the same month as the due date or the next month (in the case of magazines that publish monthly issues a month ahead of time).  For example, for a due date in the month of January, magazines issued for either January or February of that year are acceptable.

If the Internet is used as a source, the reported event must have occurred not earlier than two weeks prior to the due date and the webpage on which the report of that event appears should be archived (that is, saved to your hard drive), printed-out, and the appropriate APA citation given, including the date the page was accessed.

Hardcopy:
The attached hardcopy may be the original article, a good quality photocopy (if article photos are important to the content, the photos should be discernable and not obscured), or a print-out of either the scanned hard copy or the Internet page/document. 
Grading Rubric (16 points):
	
	Good
	Satisfactory
	Needs Improvement

	Article 
(2 pts)
	Hardcopy included, neatly attached or included in a visually pleasing manner (2)

	Hardcopy attached to report.(1)
	Hardcopy not included or incomplete (0)

	Source
(2 pts)
	Source given in correct APA format (2)
	Source included, some errors in APA format (1)
	Incorrect or incomplete format for source (0)

	Summary
(4 pts)
	Minor Grammar and spelling errors; accurately summarizes article content; writing flows and reads smoothly (3-4)
	Some grammatical and spelling errors; paragraph summary omits minor points; writing readable, but some awkward phrasing exists
(2)
	Many grammatical and/or spelling errors; incomplete summary or omits major points; writing is awkward with disjointed  or incomplete thoughts (0-1)

	Evaluation
(4 pts)
	Evaluation evidences thoughtful interaction with the material and expresses logical cause-effect relations
(3-4)

	Evaluation shallow and/or shows no cause-effect relationship (2)
 
	Evaluation missing or incomplete (0-1)

	Presentation
(2 pts)
	Presentation was succinct, enjoyable and understandable (2)
	Presented in class
(1)
	Did not present in class (0)
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