Internet Searching
Search Types

Identity Searches: the identity of the search object is known

One or more identifying details of the object are known

There is only one correct answer, but multiple possible sources

Relatively few search returns

Category Searches: the class or category of the search object is known


One or more attributes of the search object are known


More than one “correct” or usable answer is possible

 
Large number of search returns

Subject Searches: the general subject or topic of the search object is known


Limited attributes of the subject are known


Many usable answers are possible


Very large number of search returns

Serendipitous Searches: no information about the search object is known

Accidental or peripheral searches


There are no “wrong” answers, only interesting returns

	

	Open
	
	Closed


	

	Many useable answers
	
	One correct answer


	

	No background knowledge
	
	Much background knowledge


Search Objects


Data versus information: information gives an answer; data is used to find an answer


Object types: text, graphic, audio, video, numerical, program, service or function

Search Strategies

Search Engine Types:



Meta-search engines: Google, Yahoo, etc.



Topical Search Engines: Google Earth, Google Documents



Data-base Search Engines: Library books, articles



File type search engines: Google Images, iTunes, Download.com



Site specific Search Engines: Chapman University



Specialty Search Engines: Dictionaries, etc.

Search Tactics:


Expanding your search: less details
	


	Many details
	Few details


Narrowing your search: more details
	


	Few details
	Many details


Search Techniques:

Boolean Searches: AND, OR, NOT (+, -)


“Strings:”  “You and I” vs. You and I


Advanced interfaces: limiting details


Synonyms and alternatives


Linking info and data: One thing leads to the next


Following the URL file structure: file not found?


Non-web searches: “Dark Web” and “Data Mining”

